Key indicators: single-crystal X-ray study; T = 298 K; mean (C-C) = 0.009 Å; disorder in main residue; R factor = 0.036; wR factor = 0.100; data-to-parameter ratio = 15.8.
The Schiff base (E)-4-chloro-2-[(pyridin-2-ylimino)methyl]-phenol was reacted with InCl 3 Á4H 2 O, generating the title molecular salt, (C 5 H 7 N 2 ) 3 [InCl 6 ]. The octahedral hexachloridoindate(III) anion is located on an inversion centre, and one half of the anion and two crystallographically independent cations form the asymmetric unit. One of the cations is located on a twofold rotation axis and its intra-ring C and N atoms simulate this symmetry by exchanging their positions in statistical disorder. In the crystal, weak N-HÁ Á ÁCl hydrogen bonds and two types of -interactions with centroid-centroid separations of 4.047 (3) and 4.202 (3) Å are observed.
Related literature
For the synthesis of 2-aminopyridine and salicylaldehyde Schiff bases, see: Burlova et al.(2008) .
Experimental
Crystal data (C 5 
Data collection
Bruker SMART CCD area-detector diffractometer Absorption correction: multi-scan (SADABS; Sheldrick, 1996) Table 2 Hydrogen-bond geometry (Å , ). 
Data collection: SMART (Bruker, 2002 ); cell refinement: SAINT (Bruker, 2002) ; data reduction: SAINT; program(s) used to solve structure: SHELXS97 (Sheldrick, 2008 ); program(s) used to refine structure: SHELXL97 (Sheldrick, 2008) ; molecular graphics: SHELXTL/PC (Sheldrick, 2008) ; software used to prepare material for publication: SHELXTL/PC. packing, looking down the c axis, a cavity can be seen (Fig. 3) .
Experimental
In this work, the Schiff base was prepared according to the similar method (Burlova et al., 2008) . A mixture of 5-chlorosalicylaldehyde (0.470 g, 3.0 mmol) and 2-aminopyridine (0.285 g, 3.0 mmol) in 12 ml anhydrous alcohol was stirred at 333 K for 2 h, a yellow Schiff base precipitate was filtered and dried. Then a solution of Schiff base (0.235 g, 1.0 mmol) in 10 ml anhydrous alcohol was added to another solution of InCl 3 .4H 2 O (0.293 g, 1.0 mmol) in 3 ml of anhydrous alcohol. The mixture was stirred at 333 K for ca 2.5 h, concentrated and left to stand at room temperature. Yellow single crystals suitable for X-ray analysis were obtained by slow solvent evaporation in 10 d.
Refinement
H atoms attached to N atoms were located in a difference Fourier synthesis and allowed to refine with a fixed isotropic displacement parameter of Uiso(H) = 1.2Ueq(N), distance restraint of N-H = 0.86 Å. All other H atoms were constrained to idealized geometries (C-H = 0.98 Å) and were assigned isotropic displacement parameters of Uiso(H) = 1.2Ueq(C).
supplementary materials sup-2 Figures   Fig. 1 . The chemical reaction scheme. Fig. 2 . ORTEP drawing of the title compound with the atomic numbering scheme. Displacement ellipsoids are drawn at the 30% probability level. H atoms are drawn as small spheres of arbitrary radii. The atoms C7/N3 are statistically disordered exchanging location (50:50) to simulate the twofold rotation symmetry. 
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